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FOR THE 
REVIEW. 
DETRACTION DISPLAYED, 
By Amevia Opte. 


FRIEND. 


(Continued from page 386.) 


Our author enumerates 
of detractors: 


the following classes 


“ Detractors may be divided under the fol- 
lowing heads:— 

‘* Gossips, talkers-over, laughers-at, banter- 
ers, nicknamers, stingers, scorners, 
eye-inflicters, mimics, caricaturists, 
grammatists.””’ 


sneerers, 
and epl- 


We have not space at present for the inser- 
tion of the very spirited delineation which is 
given of these various classes, but shall take an 
early occasion of presenting a part at least to 
our readers. 

In the twelfth chapter are considered some 
of the most prominent subjects of detraction, 
authoresses, blue stockings, medical men, con- 
verts to serious religion. We wish we could 
follow or take up her vindication of female 
literature and learned women; a subject upon 
which there has been, and continues to be, | 
more silly and ignorant detraction than on al- 
most any other. And this, too, not merely| 
from their own sex, but from ours, by which | 
the mental cultivation of those from whom it is 
destined to receive the first impressions, whe- 
ther for good or evil, should be hailed as iden- 


tified with the hopes and dearest interests of| and the appellations of hypocrite and dissem- 
| ble sr are lavished upon them, unless they are 


humanity. 
The following anecdote will probably be new 
to most of our readers. 


jniac. But though, in judging of what is called | unconscious envy, a 
« About the year 1784 and °86, some ladies| conversion, mor 


and gentlemen of rank, fashion, and literary} heart, especially of the heart under 


taste, agreed to assemble at each other’s houses, | 


for the purposes of rational conversation; and|than on any other subjects, 


at these parties, persons of every descrip- 
tion of genius were kindly welcomed. I have 
been frequently told, from what appeared to 
me good authority, that the society owed its 
peculiar name to the homely dress of one of 
the visiters; namely, that highly gifted, but 
eccentric ‘being, James Barry, professor of 
painting to the royal academy, who was at 
that time employed on his admirable pictures 
in the great room of the.Adelphi, and used to 
go to this assembly of the high-born and the 
intellectual, in the same dress in which he 


Savarese 5 DAY, NINTH MONTH, 27, | iss. 


.cessary costume, called the meeting ever after 


baw in the vineyard who have been called into as 
it only at the eleventh hour. In the reality of|the I 
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painted ; in short, he aaeaaae there in his | who have once enjoyed, can have been ind 
worsted blue stockings. ced to resign them, any consideration ot 
“It so happened, that when a foreigner of|a and spiritual nature; * because (they 
rank, who was only just arrived in London, re- | Say ) the delights of this world are positive and 
fused to accompany a friend to one of their | tangible, and were, doubtless, given to us by a 
parties, on the plea of being in his travelling} bountiful Creator to be enjoyed; therefore, i 
dishabille, the gentleman replied, ‘Oh! wel}is time enough to think of another 
never mind dress on these occasions; you may] preparations for it 
come in bas-bleus, or blue-stockings ; allud-|ties have incapacitated us from profiting by 
ing to the usual undress of Barry: the foreign-|them.’ But how should they understand what 
er, fancying that bas-bleus were part of the ne-| they have never experienced---the superior plea- 


from 
pure 


world, and 


, When age and its infirmi- 





sures which pursuits of a higher order bestow? 
Besides, they well know they have the multi- 
tude with them, and they would, therefore, think 
it not only weak but presumptuous to go coun- 
er to the world at large, and set themselves up 
as wiser and holier than others are. 
when | 


the bas-bleu society.” 


The following passage, which is forcible and 
eloquent, derives an additional interest from 
the evident allusion to her own change of life T; 

s ime was 
and profession. was contented so to reason myself; 
but, W he the r from my own e xpe rence or not 
larly exposed to be the subjects of detraction;|is immaterial, | suspect that these reasons are 
namely, conveRTs to what is called srrrovs|not the only ones for the severity and injustice 
RELIGION ;‘ but, more especially those who|with which persons of the world judge those 
have left the pleasures of the world, after a|who have, in a great measure, seceded from 
long and well known participation of them,|it. [think detractors, on this oceasion, are 
and who, some of them in the prime of life,|(unconsciously, perhaps) irritated into unkind 
some in its middle stage, and some in its de-|doubts and splenetic remarks by this consi¢- 
clite, have separated themselves from general | eration : “If these enthusiasts are right, how 
intercourse, to walk in the more narrow way of| very wrong are we! If it be a diity incumbent 
Christian duties. , on Christians to improve instead of wasting 

‘It is possible, that those who have all their|the time, and to be strangers in the general 
lives been secluded from the gay world, not|haunts of dissipation; and if, as may be pos- 
only from inclination but because they were |sible, these seceders from our circles are really 
educated out of it, may escape the tongue of impelle «1 by honest, pious motives, they 
detraetion, if they act consistently with their|in reality, a great advantage over us ; 
religious profession. But not so those labour- 


‘There is another class of persons particu- 


have, 


“and i 
what the apostle James says be true, namely, that 
religion and undefiled, before 
“ather, is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep our 
selves unspotted from the world, then in that 
first of all competitions---competition for the 
favour of the Most High---they are, indeed, 
more likely to succeed than we are ; and in- 
stead of being the objects of our calumny, or 
‘gently but more contemptuously still dismissed | our conte imptuous pity, they might well be the 
with the name of fanatic, enthusiast and ma-| objects of our envy. 


God and 


the call, none of the votaries of the world be- 
llieve. To interested motives, and probably 
of a degrading nature, the renunciation of the 
scenes of their former pleasures is attributed, 


And, doubtless, a sort of 
jealous indignation, is at 
human|the bottom of the detraction of which I am 
the influ-|now treating; and, as the competition is of the 
}ence of spiritual motives, is usually displayed, | most awful and important kind, one should be 


With Christian forbear- 


ignorance of the 


5 and ignorance | more mec lined to view, 
detractors, not only of their vic-| ance and compassion, the detraction amount- 
creed, but often of the foundation of|ing to slander, which the advanced competitor 
their own; I think this sort of detraction more| in the Christian race provokes from those, who, 
excusable than any other; because, in the first| though they desire the crown, can not enter th 
place, it is difficult to believe, that what we | lists to obtain it. 

ourselves delight in, is not equally delightful 
to others, and those who are every day enjoy-|are equally inclined to assault those who have 
ing the pleasures of public places, of the ball,jentered on a re ligious course of life 
of the concert, or of the card party, find it al-|that unhappy class of beings who, having 
most impossible to admit, that life can be even| tried to convince themselves that this life is all, 
bearable without this succession of excite-|regard with the bitterest contempt self-deny- 
ments ; still less can they believe, that those |ing Christians, and not only distrust their 


evinced by 
tim’s 


“ But there is another sort of detractors. who 


I mean 


Sin 
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cerity, but despise their understanding. It is| only too quickly gone; and unlike those days) necessary consequence, that a religion breath- 





my conviction that persons, even of this class,| which are passed in the feverish excitement 
are operated upon and impelled to this de-| of dissipated pleasure, which are always follow- 
traction, by an undefined consciousness or fear|ed by the lassitude of exhaustion, accompani- 
that the idea of another world, and of conse-|ed often by a sense of mortified vanity, unsuc- 
quent responsibility in this, are not ** cunning- cessful competition, and disappointed feelings, 
ly devised fables’’ of man’s invention, and|its labours no doubt brought a blessing on 
that. therefore. those followers of the cross them for their endeavours to bless, and the 
who dare to profess Christ before men, and|evening’s enjoyments consisted of exertions 
endeavour to do his will according to their| which enliven without exhausting, and excite 
sense of his requirings, are more worthy of without producing consequent depression.” 
congratulation than revilings ; consequently, | (To be continued.) 

feeling that consistent Christians are the most | 
enviable of their fellow creatures, they hate| 
and calumniate them the most. But consist-| 
ent and really converted Christians can be in- 
clined to return only good for evil to those 
who thus pelt them, as it were, with stones, as 
they vo on their road to Zion. 

D> They must remember the spirit and the Friends in Ireland, during the rebellion of the 
works of their blessed Lord, when speaking | vear 1798; with some preliminary and con- 
of his persecutors— Father, forgive them, cluding observations. By Thomas Hancock, 
they know not what they do!’ and that spirit| M D.”’’ London. W. Phillipps.— 1826. p. 216. 
will enable them to return conscious contume- | 
ly with prayer for the conversion of its utterer, | 


— 
FOR THE FRIEND. 

HANCOCK ON PEACE. 
We have perused with gratification and pro- 
fit the second edition of an interesting little vo- 
lume, entitled “ The Principles of Peace ex- 


The work is written in an agreeable style, 








emplified in the conduct of the Society of 


ing peace and good will to men, cannot, in any 
case, be supported by the spirit of war. They 
believe, that, on the contrary, the practiee of 
this evil among the professors of Christianity, 
has tended, more than any other circumstance, to 
prevent its propagation in the world, to tarnish 
its excellency in the eyes of Jews and pagans, 
and to confirm their speculative and practical 
errors. As it was not by the secular arm, but 
in direct opposition to the sword, that it in- 
sinuated itself into the minds of men, and was 
first promulgated; so they believe that its final 
establishment in the nations of the earth will 
be effected through the medium of the soften- 
ing influence of its pacific spirit, and by the 
| glorious example of peace and concord among 
its followers. 

“In the year 1798, the state of Ireland af- 
forded a striking occasion to the members of 
this Society, who are scattered abroad in dif- 
ferent parts of that kingdom, to put the effica- 
cy of their peaceful principles to the test. It 
is, however, to be presumed, that even if out- 

jward preservation had not been experienced, 


and to endeavour to adorn their Christian pro- | and although it contains few arguments which} they who conscientiously take the maxims of 
fession with such meekness, such forbearance, | ©2" be considered entirely new, yet many of| peace for the rule of their conduct, would es- 


such * gentle offices of patient love,” and so | the cogent reasons in favour of the universal 
“ to add to their faith, charity,” proving also|€Xtension of the benign and peaceable princi- 
their faith so evidently by their works, that even | Ples of the gospel, are placed in a strong and 
the scoffer—nay, the infidel, may be led to ex-| attractive point of view. ‘The preliminary ob- 
claim in the language of king ‘Agrippa, ‘ al-| Servations contain a sketch of the practical in- 
most thou persuadest me to be a Christian !’ | fluence arising trom the habitual indulgence 
‘‘ Before I quit this subject, I must take no-|Of amiable and pacific dispositions, showing, 
tice of a common belief, that the professors of|that persons, in whose conduct they predomi- 
serious religion are gloomy and unsocial in| Mate, seldom excite the angry passions of those 
their habits and manners, and that the path | with whom they associate, and are conse- 
of religion is one of briers and thorns. In all| quently little exposed to insult or violence. 
religious sects, there will be some few, no} The author then goes into an examination 
doubt, who, naturally of a gloomy and morose | Of the three principal pleas which are common- 
temper, may clothe their piety in unattractive |!y adduced in favour of warlike measures, viz. 
austerity, and because physically depressed, self-detence, justice, and necessity; and proves 
may seem morally and religiously so. But [| both from Scripture and right reason, that they 
have rarely known any deep-rooted religious | @re not of sufficient weight to authorize a de- 
conviction attended with aught but unaffected | parture from the sacred injunctions of the Re- 
comfort ; and were I to select an example of deemer of men,—* I say unto you, resist not 
the most perfect happiness and of the most un- evil” —* Love your enemies—do good to them 
varying cheerfulness, I should seek and find it| that hate you, and pray for them that despite- 
in a religions family ; I should begin my pic- fully use you and persecute you;”’ and that our 
ture with the assembling of the household in|8ocial and domestic happiness, as well as the 
the morning for religious instruction and re-| Prosperity and harmony of nations, would be 
I should follow its mem-| greatly enlarged and more permanently se- 





ligious purposes. 


bers through the active Christian duties to the|cured, by living in the daily observance of 


social meal, the evening circle, the amusing, these primary precepts of the Christian reli- 
instructive reading, by one or more persons | gton. 

present, the needle meanwhile plying its busy| ‘The work is little known, we believe, in 
task for the purposes of charity or well motiv-| America; and we cannot but hope that it may 
ed economy, and these rational employments|claim more general attention than it has yet 
succeeded by a second assembling of the|done. We propose to select a few illustrations 
household for religous duties, and all re-|of the eflects of a close adherence to peaceable 
tiring to their respective rooms, full of thank-| principles in the midst of a scene of cruel and 
fulness for the deeds of love they may have} bloody warfare. ‘They are thus introduced by 
been enabled to perform in the day, for the} the author. 

innocent and rational enjoyments of the social 
circle, and for the humble hope, the result of 
confiding faith, which cheers them on their|the tenets of the Society of Friends, common- 
pillow, that they shall abide under “ the sha-|ly called Quakers. This objection is purely 
dow of the Almighty”’ through the darkness of] religious, and is founded upon what they con- 
the night, and be permitted to see the light of|ceive to be the spirit of the gospel dispensa- 
another day, to resume the same occupations, | tion, as it is illustrated in the precepts of Christ 
pleasures, and happiness. Instead of gloom, | and his apostles, and exemplified in their prac- 
ennui, and listlessness, a day so passed seems | tice. They consider that it must follow as a 


‘* It is generally known that an objection to 
take part in war in any shape, forms one of 





2 
TS 


teem it not less their duty to conform to these 
principles, because the reward of such as en- 
deavour to act in obedience to their divine 
Master’s will, is not always to be looked for in 
the present life. While, therefore, the fact of 
their outward preservation would be no sufli- 
| cient argument to themselves that they had 
acted as they ought to act in such a crisis; it 
affords a striking lesson to all who will take no 
| principle for a rule of human conduct, even if 
it should have the sanction of divine authority, 
that has not been verified by experience.”’— 
pp. 45, 46, 47. 

** A party of militia being stationed at 
Ferns, in the county of Wexford, the earl of 
M , who commanded, came to a Friend 
and desired he would give up part of his house, 
which was then usedasa store, for a guard-house 
for the soldiers. The requisition being sud- 
\den, the Friend was put to a stand what he 
should answer; and although he might have 
refused it on the ground of its being occupied 
as a store, yet knowing this inconvenience 
could be obviated, he was not easy to cloak 
the real cause of objection with any disguise 
or subterfuge. Considering, therefore, that 
this was a fit opportunity to lift up the standard 
of peace, and to bear his testimony against 
war, he honestly told the commander ‘ that the 
apartment he requested was occupied as a 
store-room; but besides, that the purposes for 
which it was wanted were such as he could 
not unite with, having a conscientious scrupl 
against war and every thing connected with 
it.” Upon this the earl of M grew very 
angry, and desired the soldiers who were with 
him to afford the Friend no protection in case 
any disturbance should arise. To this obser- 
vation the latter replied, that he hoped he should 
not trust to, nor apply for, military protection. 

‘* Some months after this, the military (loy- 
alists) began to act with great rigour towards 
those who were suspected of being united Irish- 
men (insurgents)—burning their houses and 
istacks of corn, &c. and fastening caps be- 
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smeared with pitch upon their heads. They 
were preparing to burna house of this descrip- SCRAPS. 
tion in the village of Ferns, and the Same | Meteoric Stone which fell in India on the 27th Feb. | 
Friend, feeling pity for the man’s wife and| 
children, who would thus be deprived of an} ‘This aerolite fell in the district of Azim Gerh, 
habitation, was induced to intercede with the | nearly five miles from a village called Mhow. It fell 
commanding officer of the militia on their be-|about three o'clock, in a perfectly clear and serene 
palf.’ “When the united Irishmen got the |*ky, and was accompanied by noises like the roaring} 

: ; 2. a , |of cannons, Four or five fragments were picked up} 
ascendency in the town, the Friend WES Gla: on five Seilts antudes: ome broke twee, Sal a 
bled to render the militia officer some import-| other wounded a man severely in the arm. 
ant services; and from the grateful acknow- ; 
ledgements expressed by the Jatter in return, 
he had the satisfaction of believing that the 
prejudices of the officer were not only remov- 
ed. but exchanged for a feeling of friendship. 
This occurrence affords an interesting example 
of the blessed fruits of a peaceable conduct; 
the same individual using his influence alter- 
nately with both parties whilst in power—an 
influence which nothing but an undeviating 
course of benevolence towards all his fellow 
creatures could give him.” 

«“ On another occasion the militia were pre- 
paring to hang some suspected persons for not 
delivering up their weapons, and to fasten 
pitch caps on the heads of others. The Friend 
was apprehensive of being applied to for ropes, 
which he had for sale, but which he could not 
be easy to sell for that purpose; and yet he 
saw that his refusal might involve him in danger, 
as martial law had been proclaimed, and life 
and property were subjected to military discre- 
tion. However, when some of the military 
came to buy ropes and linen, he refused to sell 
them what was designed to torment or destroy 
a fellow creature. The articles were accord- 
ingly taken by force, and though payment was 
offered, he declined accepting it. This occur- 
rence took place a little before the general rising 
of the united Irishmen in that part of the coun- 
try, and he had reason to believe, that, under the 
direction of Providence, it contributed to the 
preservation of himself and family at that aw- 
ful juncture. The insurgents having received 
information that he refused to sell ropes to the 
military for the purpose of hanging them, and 
pitch to put on the caps to torment them, 
placed a sentry at his door the day they enter- 


FOR THE FRIEND, 
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The lar-! 
gest piece weighed three pounds. It is perfectly simi- 
lar to that which fell near Allahabad in 1802, and 
near Mooradabad in 1808. The specific gravity was] 
3.5. The presence of chrome and nickel was ascer- 
tained. 


On the 8th of October, 1827, a shower of stones fell | 
from a large black cloud, near Belostok in Russia, ac- 
companied by noises like that of the running fire of} 
musketry. The fall took place between nine and} 
ten in the morning. Only four stones were picked 
up; the largest weighed four pounds, and the small- 
est three-fourths of a pound. } 





Vibration of Glass Vessels indicative of approaching | 
Storms. 

Professor Scott of Sandhurst college, observed in 
Shetland, that drinking glasses placed in an inverted | 
position upon a shelf in a cupboard on the ground | 
floor, occasionally emitted sounds as if they were 
tapped with a knife, or raised up a little and then let} 
fall on the shelf. ‘These sounds preceded wind, and| 
when they occurred, boats and vessels were imme-| 
diately secured. The strength of the sound is said 
to be proportional to the tempest that follows. 


The great work on Anatomy of the late Mascagni, | 
proceeds in its publication at Florence. The fifth 
number has just appeared. The work will not be 
completed before the year 1831, 





The most northern library in the world is that at| 
Reikiarik, the capital of Iceland: it contains 3,600 
volumes. That of the Farroe islands has been re-| 
cently considerably augmented. Another is esta-| 
blishing at Eskefiorden in the north of Iceland. | 


A late writerof an historical account of the silk| 
manufactures in Italy, says, that silk worms were | 
first introduced into Greece by two Persian monks; | 
six centuries after, Roger, the Norman king of Sicily, | 
established silk manufactures at Palermo; and in the 
sixteenth century, the rearing of silk worms became | 
a branch of Italian industry. It is asserted in this| 


som was produced between two and three feet long, 
composed of hundreds of large flowers resplendent 
with scarlet and yellow. The plant has the wonder- 
ful property of living wholly on air, and is suspend- 
ed by the Chinese from the ceilings of their rooms, 
which are adorned by its beauty and perfumed by 
its fragrance. 


Among the discoveries at Pe mpeti are two glass 
vases, one of which contained olives, with the oil in 


| which they had been placed eighteen centuries be- 


fore, and the other nothing but pure oil. 





Innocuous nature of putrid exhalations—A com 


| mittee have been engaged in France in examining the 
| circumstances relative to the knacker’s operations 


His busiuess consists in killing old worn out horses, 
and turning every part of their body to account. 
The most singular results which the committee have 
obtained relate to the innocuous nature of the exha- 
lations arising from the putrifying matter; every body 
that was examined agreed that they were offensive 
and disgusting, but no one that they were unwhole- 
some ; on the contrary, they appeared to conduce to 
health. All the men, women, and children concern- 
ed in the works of this kind had unvarying health, 
and were remarkably well in appearance, and strong 
in body. The workmen commonly attained an old 
age, and were generally free from ‘the usual infirmi- 
ties which accompany it, Sixty, seventy, and even 
eighty were common ages. Persons who live close 
to the places, or go there daily, share these advan- 
tages with the workmen. During the time that an 
epidemic fever was in full force at two neighbouring 
places, not one of the workmen at the establishment 
at Montfaucon was affected by it. [The late la 

mented Professor Wistar informed the writer of this 
note, that during the prevalence of the yellow fever 
in 1793 and 1798, he remarked that in the immedi- 
ate neighbourhood of the slaughter-houses in Spring 
Garden, the inhabitants escaped that disease. Per- 
sons engaged in slaughtering cattle were also es- 
empt from the epidemic. ] 7 

—e 


FOR THE FRIEND. 
WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY: 


Most readers will, at the present moment, 
consider this a strange question, and truly it is 
unfortunate that any necessity exists to render 
the reply not quite so easy as some may sup- 
But waiving all other considerations, 
our object in asking it is, to call attention to 
the fact, that active and combined efforts are 


pose. 


ed the town, to protect his house from destruc- 
tion. A short time after this, when the [loyal- 
ists] army was approaching, and the united 


narrative that silk worms cannot be reared further| 3©W making to sow doubt, distrust, and unbe- 
north than the 46th degree of latitude, and the au-| hef among mankind, and most especially to 1n- 


thority of Locatelli is quoted from his “ Observations| jure Christianity, by inspiring a deep discust 


on the scheme of rearing silk worms in England.” | 






| 
men were about to fly from the place, some of —_—_— | 
the latter told him that when the soldiers en- 
tered they would consider every house that was 
not damaged as belonging to a rebel or disaf- 
fected person; and in order to preserve his 
house from destruction by the military, and to 
save the lives of the inhabitants, they would 
break the windows before they took leave of 
him, which they did; and his house was not 
attacked by the soldiers. 


A new water clock.—An old inhabitant of Grenoble, 
of the name of Blanc, has invented a clock which is 
impelled not by springs or weights but by water. 
The rain which falls upon the roof of a house, col- 
lected into a reservoir, is sufficient to keep it in per- 
petual motion. 





Education.—The progress throughout Europe o 


schools on 


the Lancasterian system is generally} 
known: the following is an authentic statement of| 
their increase in the kingdom of Denmark 

ist year, 1823, "244 schools, 

2d do. 1824, 605 do. 

3d do. 1825, 1143 do. 

4th do. 1826, 1545 do. 

5th do. 1827, 2003 do. 

One would think this account ought to excite some} 

of our republics to diligence. 


“When the exasperated and violent disposi- 
tion of the insurgents is taken into considera- 
tion, and their almost indiscriminate slaughter 
of all who refused to join their standard and 
take up arms in their cause, it must certainly 
be admitted as a remarkable circumstance, 
that a person who had been on friendly terms 
with their bitter and avowed enemies, should 
receive such marks of kindness at 
hands.”’ 


Botanical Curiosity.—The air plant of China has| 
for some years been cultivated in the hot-houses of 
England, but without the production of flowers, till | 
the gardener of his royal highness prince Leopold, | 
at Claremont, lately succeeded, and a branch of blos-| 


their 


(To be continued.) 


at the errors and follies of particular creeds 
and sectarians. ‘Thus, priestcraft is held forth 
as the necessary result of religion; and godli- 
ness is represented as hypocrisy. Abuses are 
resorted to to weaken regard for religious 
faith, and all the results of ignorance, spiritual 
pride, and ambition, the workings of unchanged 
human passion, are held up as the necessary 
products of Christianity. From superstition, 
debasing and degrading, these opposers of 
Christianity profess to save the people, and 
endeavour to bring them down to a lerel, upon 
which the best can be nothing but a better 
sort of brute. 

To crush their baseless fabric to utter ruins, 
it is only necessary to heap upon it the evi- 
dence afforded by the answer to the question 
above asked. ‘To find this evidence and an- 
swer, we refer to no creed nor confession of 


faith published by sects or professors. We go 


to the fountain head, where the pure waters of 
life gush forth in silent profusion, and in their 
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Senn 


profoundest depths exhibit neither shade nor|sition to religion; such the cause inducing 
opacity. ‘The gospels are this fountain; and|men who lead unchristian lives, to array the 
they are so seldom approached by those who} frailties, errors, weakness, and vices of indivi- 
are troubled with the dreary doubts of scepti- 


' duals or sects, against Christianity, hoping to 
cism, because their limpid clearness reflects so 


weaken or destroy the system, by rendering 
truly the actual condition of the individual as} ridiculous or contemptible those who profess 
to disgust or terrify him at his own appear-|to be governed by its influence, though their 
ance, and make him willing even to rush into|conduct shows them to be acting under an 
utter darkness rather than behold himself as| opposite spirit. 
he is! What is the mode in which this most extra- 
Divested of all humay tradition—unmingled | ordinary doctrine of Christianity is to be dif- 
with the speculations of mere men, these gos-|fused? By foree—temporal powe1—tempora] 
pels represent Christianity as a principle en- | rewards—earthly triumphs ? 
tirely at war with all the debasing propensities | 


None of these. 
By earnest persuasion, gentle entreaty, bro- 
of human nature; as a constant monitor against |therly monition, paternal remonstrance. ‘The 
the encroachment of self-love; a continual in-|dread resort of threatened punishment comes 
culeator of humility, benevolence, and every |last—exhibited in sorrow, not in anger; told 
gentle affection which can render man more{as a fearful truth, not denounced with vindic- 
useful to his fellow creatures; more amiable in|tive exultation; while, to the last moment, the 
his temper, purer and more refined in his|beamy shield of mercy is ready to be interpos- 
thoughts andconversation. Christianity teaches |ed for the saving of the endangered. 

that he is by nature fallen, degraded, undone: 
but, at the same time, indicates an all suffi- 
cient remedy capable of retrieving his condi- 
tion, and enabling him to aspire to the forgive- 
ness and presence of his God. 


Human doctrines are wavering and mutable: 
the doctrines of the blessed and adorable Je- 
sus, our Saviour, are fixed and immutable. 


consistent; the declarations of the gospel are 
Is proof wanting that these gospels are true? | harmonious, not only with each other, but with 
It is only necessary for an honest mind to read |the acknowledged attributes of the Deity, and 
them candidly to be convinced. Every occur-|the well known condition of human nature. 
rence is stated clearly, sunply, and unostenta- 


What do sceptics propose to give us in ex- 
tiously. 


The narrations are not supported by ichange for this system of Christianity, with its 
asseverations of their truth, nor by parade of|* hidden mysteries,” 
witnesses: the circumstances described took | wonders ?”’ 
place in presence of vast multitudes, and are | nihilation ! 


* miracles,” “ signs and 
Doubt, confusion, obscurity, an- 
Life, without higher motive than 
told in that downright unpretending manner, | selfishness: death-—without hope! Is it for 
which would have called forth innismnerable | this that their zeal is so warmly displayed in 
positive contradictions had they been untrue. | proselyting ? Is such the gain to accrue for the 
Mysteries are stated without attempt at expla-|relinquishment of our souls? In very deed, 
nation, because explanation is not necessary|this is the utmost they have to propose, and 
to establish the existence of facts, however|we can only account for their rancorous ef- 
Miracles, also, attested by the}forts to render others like themselves, by re- 
presence of vast numbers, and stated in the|flecting that misery loves company. 

plainest language of narration, in which the Those who really wish to inform themselves 
slightest working of imagination cannot bejof the true nature of Christianity, have an easy 
traced. This very simplicity, this unaffected |task before them. ‘The New ‘Testament, ex- 
sincerity and quiet affirmation, has more force|amined in a spirit of candour, vindicates its 
than a thousand witnesses—more efficacy than|own truth, and displays the excellence and im- 
volumes of ambitious effort to support truth by|maculate purity of its requisitions so clearly, 
dint of argumentation. 


inysterious. 


i to bid defiance to all the attacks of scepti- 
What motive could the evangelists have to|cism, or despairing infidelity. From no source 
falsify? ‘The Christian kingdom is not of this\|inferior to this, need an answet 
world nor in it; Christianity teaches disregard|tion be sought. ‘he pride and vanity, as well 


of its vanities ; depreciates its honours and en-|as ignorance and folly of man, obtrude them- 


} . . . . | 
joyments, and sternly declares that none can|selves too universally to make any inferior 


‘ e . ef . } . “4 
be Christians but those who escape from its|standard safe as a common guide. 
vices and alluremeuts. 


The au- 


rected to ambition—no gratification Pryparen) these who seek him: happy are they who seek 
to vanity: the sacrifice of self; the denial of all) him while he is to be found, and call upon him 
he propensities which relate to the pratifice-| while he is near. G. 
} | " . i. | 
tion of passion or pride, with the most humble} 
: a 
dependence upon God, are invariably taught} 
and most solemnly enjoined, under penalty of] Curious Ancient Manuscripts. Champollion, jtes 
the most awful consequences ! Is it then won-| who is about to embark at Marseilles for Egypt, hav- 
derful that such a system should find revilers ?| " inspected a valuable collection of ancient manu- 
Is it surprising that scepties should abound | scripts in the possession of M. Sallier, an inhabitant 
7 ee ee oe — *| of Aix, has discovered two rolls of papyrus relating 
when the slightest allowance of behiet would) « The History and Wars of the Reign of Sesostris 
foree them to condemn all their actions? Or,| the Great.” These manuscripts are dated the ninth 
. . sal . . . ~ ° 
is it to be wondered at, that a purity of life| year of that monarch’s reign. Sesostris Rhames, or 
and conversation, so repugnant to human pas-| Great, according to the calculations of the Ger- 
: ; ‘Li is fensive to humat | man chrenologists, lived in the time of Moses, and 
ie Te eae uman| 6 time 
P sey a - pe ‘| was the son, as is supposed, of the Pharaoh who per- 
pride, should be opposed, rejected, and con-| jshed in the Red Sea, while pursuing the Israelites. 
temned? Such is the true secret of the oppo-| 





sions, and a 


| Paris paper. 


to our ques-| 


There is no call di-|thor of our faith has promised to be found of 


FOR THE FRIEND. 
_ In recurring to the paper of Elias Hicks, published 
in the last number of * The Friend,” | have been 
forcibly struck with the following passage :—*“ And 
as to what he says about heaven and hell, I will ask 
him where he has found any heaven or hell without 
him? I should like to hear him describe the shape or 
form of them, and in what region or place they are 
situated.” The only inference to be drawn froin this 
passage, is, that therefore there is no such place, 
Elias Hicks should have remembered who it was that 
answered Job out of the whirlwind, and demanded— 
“ Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? 
or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death?” 
It would be difficult to find, in the writings of any 
deists or even atheists, a more shocking, and at the 
same time flimsy subterfuge than is here used. . It 
will apply with equal force to the existence of the 
Great Supreme Being himself; and the question 
is asked with a sneer and a triumph, that partakes 
far more of the spirit of the school of Voltaire and 
Diderot, than of a mind anxious, or even willing to 
receive the truths of the gospel. If, indeed, it has 
come to this, that what we know from the evidence 
of our senses is to constitute the sum and extent of 
our knowledge and faith—if all beyond is to be re- 
jected as the dream of enthusiasm—farewell for ever 
ite all the noblest virtues, and most exalted attributes 
| 


of humanity. What solitary moral truth is there, 


The traditions of men are dissimilar and in-]@gaimst which this mode of attack may not as pro- 
J ] 


perly be made as against the existence of heaven or 
hell? Who can tell the shape or place of the soul it- 
self? Who can bring the reproofs of conscience to a 
measurement by feet and inches? What is there. on 
this mode of thinking, what can there be, beyond 
the present scene, the present time, and this materia 
and sensible world? Now it is chiefly by this flimsy. 
random and confused mode of expression in which | 
indulges that Elias Hicks is poisoning the minds of so 
many persons. I should be loth to suppose him ca- 
pable of all the enormous errors which his sermons 
contain, if he saw them in their real extent. But 
those great principles of reasoning and evidence upor 
which all true knowledge and proper belief are found- 
ed, being unsettled in his mind, the guide of human 
life has ceased to lead him aright, and he goes on 
floundering from error to error, falling in his 
wild career, sometimes on one, and sometimes or 
another, till it may at last be truly said, that there 
scarcely a heresy, however absurd and dangerous, of 
which the germ may not be traced in some one or 
other of his discourses, 


13 


So completely is his mental! 
| perception bewildered, that he appears to retain a kind 
of belief, the influence, as he acknowledges, of educa- 
tion, in those very truths which he labours to destroy. 
land in the midst of his boldest assertions seems t 
| cling to the delusion, that they are not inconsisten' 
| with the phraseology at least of scripture. The mis 
| chief, however, is done: his initiated disciples hav« 
no such qualms of conscience; and I say what | 
| know to be true when I assert—that the divinity of 
the Redeemer---a future state of punishment,---and 
the authenticity ofthe Scriptures, are denied without 
| any reservation, by many among his followers, who 
do not now even seek to cover their infidelity in the 
flimsy veil, beneath which their great sect master has 
|so long and successfully sought to conceal his real 
| views. tyt 








To the most worthless reptile, to the most 
noxious animal, some pity is due. If its life is 
| dangerous to you, it may be destroyed without 
[blame ; but let it be done without cruelty. | 
lnever knew an amiable person, who did not 
|feel an attachment for animals. A boy, who 
|is not fond of his bird, his rabbit, his dog, or 
| his horse, or whatever creature he takes under 
| his protection, will never have a good heart, 
‘and will always be wanting in affection to his 
'own kind. But he, who, after admonition, de- 
\lights in misery, or sports with life, must have 
'a disposition and a heart that I should blush to 
lown: he is neither qualified to be happy him- 
| self, nor will he ever make others so.— Mavor 
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FOR THE FRIEND. 
“Doctrines held by one part of Society, and which 
we believe to be sound and edifying, are pronounced 
by the other part to be unsound and spurious. From 
vs has resulted a state of things that has proved 
destructive of peace and tranquillity, and in which 
the fruits of love and condescension have been blast- 
ed, and the comforts and enjoyments even of social 
intercourse greatly diminished.” 
Green-street address, 4th mo. 1827. 
There is no portion of the official documents 
issued by the separatists which comes nearer 


the truth, or is more accurately descriptive of 


the real cause of their separation, and the con- 
sequences which have resulted from it, than 
the quotation | have placed at the head of this 
article. 

With all their disingenuousness, and their stu- 
dious care to involve in obscurity the 
of their dissent from the 
Friends, there are moments in which it will ma- 
nifest itself with greater or less clearness; and 
the train of events which is now in accomplish- 
ment, we trust, ere long, will fully develope 
the awful defection from the plainest principles 
of Christianity, into which many of the leading 
se paratists have already fallen, and with which 
we fear many of their unsus pecting and 
thoughtless fullowers will be ensnared, unless 
they pause while a little light is yet afforded 
them, and solemnly ponder the paths which 
they are treading. 


grounds 


That * a state of things destructive of peace 
and tranquillity, and in which the fruits of love 
and condescension have been blasted,’ ** has 
resulied”’ froin the antichristian doctrines pro- 
mulgated by the separatists, and which Friends 
have felt themselves constrained to pronounce 
* unsound and.spurious,”’ 
sophistry can elude. It has fallen to the lot 
of many of the seceders to prove this by sad 
and woful experience; 
and enjoyments even of social intercourse have 
been greatly diminished; the peace and har- 
mony of their families sorely broken in upon; 
the kind offices, the affectionate attentions, the 


acts of charity and of love, hitherto cherished 


between dearest friends, have been interrupted | ; 


or suspended, and their hearts alienated and 


estranged from each other. All this is justly 
attributable to the withering influence of that 


cold and heartless infidelity which they have 
imbibed, and which, so long as it is indulged, 
bitter 
Happy, indeed, would it be for them, 


must continue to produce the 
fruits. j 
if, warned by the evils which they have already 


sume 


brought upon themselves, they would flee from 
those poisonous principles which are the fruit- 
ful source of their sorrows, and which, while 
they are persisted in, must leave them no 


hope of amendment. 


My last essay contained an exhibition of 
some of those vital errors, and | propose to 
pursue the same subject in the present num- 
ber. Although the extracts | have given are 
all taken from the sermons of Elias Hicks, yet 
the sentiments they contain are not peculiar to 


Philadelphia yearly meeting have re 
tioned his principles and made them their own, | things attained by few others, are disse wihatiliee 


the fourth month last. 
after the sermons from which I am quoting 


ject to the Son. 


religious Society of 





is a fact which no 


to feel that the comforts 


— 





egularly sanc-|at a degree of light and knowledge in divine 
by a minute expressive of their unity with him,|the more ridiculous, absurd, and conte inptu- 
adopted at their general meeting in this city in|ous opinion, that every redeemed soul is the 
This minute was made| mother of the Most High. 
We search the sacred records in vain for the 
had been preached; and as they were all de- | slightest support to this anomalous doctrine. 
livered in meetings held within the limits of|The pages of holy writ are stained by no such 
this yearly meeting, the separatists had full op-| foul and irrational vagaries. 
portunity of hearing for themselves, and unde bl 
standing the nature and tendency of his views; 
they are, therefore, strictly 
them. 

In those sermons, page 64 


Even the preach- 
perplexed to m bi out 
the shadow of authority for the notions which 
they inculcate; and as is the case whenever they 
attempt to prop the tottering their 
» he says: “ For}discordant principles by scripture quotations, 
as we attend to this law written in the heart, it| the *y are compelled to distort and misre present 
will give us the victory over all the kingdoms |the inspired text. 

of the world; for they were all to become sub- | illustration in the 
W hat Son? 
God in the souls of all those 

clnidren of God.” 


ers of it are grievously 
accountable for 


fabric of 


Of this we have a striking 
instance before us. In en- 

The birth of | deavourine to adduce something like scriptural! 
who become the | authority for the assertion which I have quot- 
The import and bearing of|ed, Elias Hicks refers to the conversation be- 


this passage is sufficiently obvious to my un-| tween our blessed Lord and Nicodemus. ‘This 
derstanding, but to remove all occasion for |is opened to us,” says he, “in the discourse 
doubt, I shall make him his own expositer, by for he told 


which Jesus held with Nicodemus; 
introducing another extract, plainly illustrative | him, except a man be born again = cannot 
of his meaning. It is the more in point, anjece the kingdom of God.’ Serm. p. 64. Con- 
being from his sermon delivered at Cherry-|temptible, indeed, must have been on opinion 
street meeting, Philadelphia, fourth month last, | the speaker entertained of the understandings 
the day immediately preceding the commence- | of his audience, if he supposed they could be 
ment of the yearly meeting of the separatists,|imposed upon by so miserable a subterfuge as 
in which they made a record expressing unity lis the quotation of this text; for every man who 
with his company and services, and, conse-| possesses even a moderate share of ordinary 
quently, identified themselves with, and became | disc ernment must perceive, at once, that it al 
responsible for his doctrines. jludes not to a birth of God by the soul, but to 
* But nothing born of a woman can be any jthat regeneration of the soul through the power 
thing more than flesh and blood; and flesh and jof the Holy Ghpst, which the seriptures so 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, be-|beautifully describe as the ‘ new birth’ —thy 
cause his kingdom is spiritual; and, there-|beginning of the spiritual creation, in which 
fore, the Son of God must not only have aj‘ all things become new, and all things of 
spiritual father, but a spiritual mother. For|God.”’ ‘There is not the most distant allusion 
you know what the eflect is where two differ-|to the preposterous conceit of God being born 
ent species unite together, in that relation, how |of the soul, nor any thing which even infidel 
abominable. It changes the order of aaearagrnees could distort into such an allusion. 
and, therefore, none are the children of God|It is evident that Nicodemus derived no suc! 
upon this earth, but the rational souls of the lide a from the gracious words of our holy Re. 
children of men. ldeemer, but understood him to allude 
“For, as the immortal soul of man is no-{cond birth of the man. “ How,” he exclaims, 
thing but spirit, and God being one spirit, they |** can a man be born when he is old?” “ 
can be united in a marriage covenant of unity, |janswered, verily, verily, | say unto thee, ex- 
and unite together; the ‘soul submitting like cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
meal to the leaven, and there is a birth brought |he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” 
forth that knows God, that knows its Father land as he pursues his discourse on the ubleet, 
better than any one ever knows his natural|makes clear and positive reference to that 
father. And these can say ‘ Our Father which ic -hange of heart, that regeneration of the 
art in heaven,’ but never till they have expe- lthe affections, and desires of the human nak 
rienced this birth, can they say it with truth.’ — h all those must experience who become 
Perhaps there never was a notion propagat-|the happy subjects of that salvation which: he 
ed more gross or blasphemous in its conse-|died to purchase for a fallen race. 
quences than this wild fanatical opinion of God| How how iniquitous, is it, 
being born of the man. ‘There are|that men should thus pervert and wrest the 
ideas necessarily connected with it so gross | sublime and instructive precepts of the sacred 
and irreverent, so contrary to all the revela-| writings to furnish support for sentiments that 
tions of holy scripture, as well as to commonjare calculated to rob us of the 
sense, that I am really amazed that any sincere|most precious hopes of 


to a se 


Jesus 


strange—nay 


soul of 


highest and 
the gospel, and to 
professor of the religion of the gospe |, or any | produc e consequences directly and awfully the 
sober inquirer after truth, should ever have | reverse of those which these very precepts were 
been beguiled by its flimsy sophistry. We are}designed to effect. But there is an ulterior 
very prompt to condemn the error of the Ro-| object in all this verbiage about a birth of Go 


him. The discoyrses of many others of their 


man Catholics calling the virgin Mary the |in the soul. It is not that its advocates ex 
ministers also exhibit as wide an aberration 


mother of God, and yet those very persons who| pect mankind will derive any practical advan- 
from the fundamental doctrines of the Chris- profess their abhorrence of superstition and jtage from the adoption of their scheme—it 

tian religion. It should be remembered also}ignorance, to have freed themselves from the|not that they are 
that the great body of the separatists within! shackles of tradition and bigotry, and arrived|it is a 


SE 
————_———$ 


partial to it meré y because 
child of their own benighted fanc 
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their anxiety to promote it, appears to owe} My hand and heart tremble while I write) | the insupportable weight of our distress, by bid- 
its birth to another source. ‘The eagerness} this awful and hardy renunciation of the power| ding us turn inward, and contemplate the wick- 
which they evince to disseminate this gross| and mediation of the adorable Redeemer. And| edness that lurks there, from which we can ex- 
error arises from the fact that it furnishes a|has it indeed come to this! Step by step| pect no deliverer—the angry and malevolent 
means whereby they may detract from the di-| have his delusions Jed him on, in the ‘down- passions, the evil propensities, the wicked im- 
vine character of the Son and Sent of God, our} ward paths of infidelity and rebellion against|aginations and thoughts of the heart, which 
Lord Jesus Christ, and rob hi:n of that adora-| God, until he has arrived at the dreadful point! are never to be subdued, regulated or expelled ; 
tion and honour which is his due as the only} of utterly rejecting the only means which a|since he has deprived us of all hope in the 
begotten Son, equal to, and one with, the eter-| merciful Creator in his wisdom has been pleas-| power of Him, who only can bind the strong 
nal Father. ed to appoint for the salvation of sinners!| man armed and cast him out. 

This purpose is but too obvious in the pase-| Pause here for one moment and contemplate| Jesus is the light and life of the soul. He 
age which I have already quoted from the|the subject. You that are blindly and madly) is its sun, its shield, and its exceeding great 
sermon of Elias Hicks, where he attempts tol pursuing the same road, and are joining your|reward. If his blessed power and presence be 
show that “ all the kingdoms of the world’’| voices in the popular applause which a thought-| felt there, if it is secretly at work, whether as a 
are to become subject to the Son in us. My|less and wicked world accord to him ; pause aj reprover for sin, or as a rich rewarder of our 
readers will perceive that this quibble is in-| little and examine the sentence which I have| acts of obedience, we can “turn inward” with 
tended to elude the force of those solemn decla-| just quoted, and see where his principles must} the highest advantages and the holiest enjoy- 
rations of the inspired penman, which assert eventually land you. lment. ‘There is no employ more delightful or 
that “ the kingdoms of this world shall become! He deliberate ly and positively declares * that! more profitable than this inward communion 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ: | that Jesus, born of the _virgin Mary, can po} and intercourse with Him in the secret of the 
* Angels, and authorities, and powers being| NOTHING FOR ANY oF Us.”’ v here then is the| heart. But if “he can do nothing for any of us,’ 
made subject unto uim’’—and to transfer the|sinner’s hope? Who then is there that ean| if his holy, life-giving presence is not to be wit- 
authority and dominion over them which is|do any thing for him, seeing the Spirit of God| nessed, nor his power felt, changing and puri- 
inherent in Him, as Lord and governor of the| which cannot lie, has declared, that “ there is| fying the heart, vain is all our introversion; itis 
universe, to an imaginary birth of God in the|no salvation in Any orneR” than that same useless ** to gather into ourselves,”’ worse than 
soul of man. It is an attempt to deify man,| Jesus; “ for there is none other name under| useless, because all there must be darkness, con- 


in order to humanize Jesus Christ. lhe ~aven, given among men, whereby we must} fusion and distress; a wild chaos of discordant 
The object which Elias Hicks aims at is|be saved.’ What has become of the innu-|and evil passions subject to no law, and operat- 

more fully developed as he proceeds in his| merable company of apostles and martyrs and| ing to no better end than to render their pos- 

discourse. He goes on: * Certainly, then, he| holy men, who be lieved in “ that Jesus, born of] sessor and all about him mise erably unhappy. 


(man) cannot know God, or have a knowle dge| the virgin Mary,” and trusted in him alone for} What must be the feelings of those who 
of his. will properly and truly. It is only the|the salvation of their souls! Were they “ dark) thus despise and reject the Son of God, when 
Son that can know the Father: No maa indeed,” as Elias Hicks declares? or can we| they are laid upon a dying bed, with the awful 
knoweth the Father save the Son, and he to! believe that they are now cons signed to “ the| prospect of being speedily arraigned before his 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”—Ib. | bl: uckness of darkness for ever!” Faith in| impartial judgment seat to answer for their re- 
Here again the language of our dear Re-|* that same Jesus” enabled them to live holy,|bellion against iis righteous government ? 
deemer, where he is expressly speaking of, harmless, self- denying lives ; sustained them im Should it please the Lord, in the riches of his 
himself as alone possessing the true knowledge | cheerful, patient resignation, under the most| wisdem, to give them to see at this awful mo- 
of the Father, and able to reveal him to man,! cruel sufferings which the malice of men or| | ment the exceeding sinfulness of sin, the deep 
is exclusively applied to the birth in the soul. | de vils could inflict ; enabled them to die tri-,and foul corruption of their own hearts, the 
Alas! for the delusion which the cunni ng and| umphant and hi appy deaths even in the midst} dark catalogue of crimes which they have trea- 
sophistry of one such man is capable of pro-! of the flames, re joicing in a hope full of immor-| sured up to themselves through a long course 
ducing on the minds of the simple and unwary.| tality and eternal life. The Spirit of God] of years; the certainty of that solemn declara- 
By thus quoting texts which belong solely to bore witness with their spirits that they were| | tion, that every act shall receive righteous re- 
Christ Jesus, and which plainly testify to his! his; the 2y were given to see, through the eye of \tribution, and that even for every idle word 
eternal divinity and Godhead, as the saviour of) faith, the eternal re compense of reward laid up| they must give an account in the great day ; 
the world, many are deceived, and taught to} in store for the righteous: so that they could| Ah! then the *y will see and feel “ that that Des 
believe that he really means to recognize with exclaim in holy confidence, “* We know that if| sus, born of the virgin Mary,” is the only one 
becoming reverence, “ Him whom the Father! our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis- | that can do any thing for them—the only 
hath sanctified and sent into the world’’—th: it| solved, we have a building of God, an house not| means through which they can hope for par- 
Je ‘sus Christ who appeared at Jerusalem. If,| made with hands, eternal in the heavens. don or reconciliation; and possibly when it is 
liowever, we sift his true meaning, we shall dis- If we admit for a moment the dreadful idea | too late, they may be constrained, in the very 
cover that he intends no such thing, but on| these men were “ dark indeed,’’ what becomes! anguish of their spirits, to call upon Him for 


the contrary designs to dignify something | of all our prospects for eternity? Can we ex-| mercy and for aid, whom they now deridingly 
else with the 


honour which is due to him| pect to attain to a higher or holier r experience | declare can do nothing for them. 
alone. than they witnessed ? or have we found a new I apprehend there never was a more plain 
Thus in the very next sentence he says,| or a better way to the kingdom of heaver nthan|and direct renunciation of the Christian reli- 
‘© What is the Son of God. and where is he? ithe righteous in eve ry age of the world have} gion than is contained in the extracts I have 
Do the professors of Chr istianity think, that, trodden? Alas! If their hope and confidence | made from Elias Hicks’s sermon. It must sure- 
that Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary, is the| | were vain, if the faith in “ that Jesus, born of| ly silence. all those of his deluded followers who 
only Son of God that can give us a knowle dge| the virgin Mary,”’ which produced such bless-| are ende avouring to persuade themselves and 
of the Father? The y must be dark indeed— ed and happy effects in them, was worthless ; {othe rs that he does not deny the fundamental 
| 
| 


HE CAN DO NOTHING FOR ANY OF} what can ae hope for from the cold and life- | truths of Christian revelation, and set entire- 
US. Itis NOTHING but the birth of God| less scheme which the modern infidel presents|ly at rest the long disputed point of his being 
inthe soul that can give us ANY KNOWLEDGE! for our acce - ince? With one fell stroke he}a disbeliever in Christ; for after such an avow- 
of God. It was the birth of God in Jesus,! severs our on! ly hold on heaven : he pronounces | al, he surely can have no just claim to the 
that light and life that was in him, that reveal-| the Saviour of the world unable to do any thing | name of C hristian. Would that this open de- 
ed the Father in him and to him, But what! for us, declares he can give us no know lode ic ‘laration of his entire disbelief in the Saviour 
he could de outwardly and externally, could) of God; and after thus consiening us over to|of the world might so effectually arouse and 
not reveal God to his disciples, and therefore! he Ipless shopel ess ruin, offers us only the wretch- | alarm his adherents, as to induce them to ex- 
ed consolation of * gathering into ourselves.’ Sistah for themselves, to search the Scriptures 
—Ibid and 65. As » would mock at our misery and add to| with believing and sincere hearts, and ap »ply 


it was his aim to gather them into themselves.” 
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themselves to him who is able to open them 
to their understandmgs with convincing per- 
spicuity. "They would then flee from the haunts 
which they now frequent, betake themselves to 
meditation and humble prayer, and shun, as 
they would the most deadly poison, those prin- 
ciples of infidelity to which: they are now too 
prone, and to which they listen without abhor- 
rence, if not with secret satisfaction. 
LUTINER. 
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Our accounts from the west fully confirm 
the melancholy particulars given in our last 
number relative to the violent conduct of the 


separatists at Mount Pleasant, though they 
generally concur in the opinion that, sad as it 
is, the description conveys but a faint picture 
of the outrages committed upon Friends. 
oversight occurred in placing the name of 
Priscilla Cadwallader among those who as- 
sembled at Mount Pleasant to attend the year- 
ly meeting, On inquiry we find she was not 
there. Our correspondent, whose letter men- 
tioned it, was probably misinformed. Although 
it is entirely unimportant, yet as we desire to 
adhere to the most scrupulous ac curacy, we| 
think it right to correct it. 


The gifted and accomplished author of the 
essay on Christianity is weleome to our co- 
lumns. The test which he proposes of the 
truth of the gospel, is, after all, the most cer- 
tain in its effect on the mind. ‘There must be 
some inexplicable defect or peculiarity of in- 
tellect, which can, where the heart is not bad, 
resist such an examination. It is better than 
all the commentaries and the most laboured 
arguments in the world. Blessed, indeed, is 
he who has asked what is Truth? in the spirit 
which calls down an answer. He will find 
itto be hisconsolation and restraint not more 

prosperity than in adversity—through the 
valley of the shadow of death, no less than in 
the busy and crowded scenes of life. 





We have received valuable communications from 
several of our kind and attentive correspondents in 
the state of New York, by which we are enabled to 
present our readers with much interesting and au- 
thentic information respecting the state of Society 

within the limits of that Yearly meeting. The 
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meetings, they would have a large majority over the 
disciples of the new school. 

Ferrisburgh Quarterly meeting, held at Peru the| 
7th of 8 mo. was principally composed of Friends. 
The separatists made little or no opposition to the 
regular business of Society, which was transacted 
with much unity and brotherly harmony. There are 
in this quarter twenty-four recommended ministers, 
all Friends. 

In one of the monthly meetings belonging to it, the 
clerk and about twelve other persons separated from 
Friends—in the other monthly meetings there is no 
division. E : 


! 

In Easton quarterly meeting the spirit of infidelity 

had made great ravages, and through the influence | 

of two or three individuals, the members were kept} 

im great ignorance of the real state of things. The} 

number of Friends in the meeting was very small,| 
owing to the absence of several of the most valuable| 


' 
members. 


The separatists behaved with the usual] 
unkindness, refusing to permit Friends to speak, and} 
ordering John Wood to take his seat thongh he only | 
asked for two minutes’ time—as he did not sit down 


| immediately, they ordered the clerk to read him doren, | 


which the assistant clerk did. We are glad to be 
able to say that in the monthly meetings, held subse-| 


Anj| quently, things were more favourable, and many ap- 


peared to be disgusted with the outrageous conduct} 
of the separatists. 


Stanford quarterly meeting held at Hudson was a 
scene of great violence and disorder on the part of 
the followers of E.H. The clerks of the men’s and 
women’s meetings were both Friends—as soon as 
the meeting for worship terminated, and before the 
shutters were closed, or those of other societies had 
withdrawn, several of the Hicksites on both sides of the 
house shouted out, that “ the meeting was destitute | 
of aclerk; the former clerk has disqualified him- 
self for the service,” &c.—and proposed another per- 
son for the station. This was approved by a few 
voices, and the clerk was forthwith mounted into 
the gallery. Thomas Wright, the newly installed 
clerk, appeared well qualified to fulfil the duties 
which his party expected from him, Much personal 
abuse was cast upon Friends, many were ordered to 
sit down and to be still, and some of the oldest and 
most respectable members of the quarter were either 
refused an opportunity of expressing their sentiments, 
or rudely interrupted in the attempt. Charles Marriot! 
and others of the leading Hicksites made themselves 
particularly eonspicuous. Friends found it impossible | 
to proceed in an orcerly manner with the business of 
Society, amid such uproar and confusion, and quietly 
withdrew with the regular clerk’s papers, &c. to an- | 
other place, where the quarterly meeting was held to| 
good satisfaction. At Nine Partners quarter there 
was also much disorder among the separatists, ac- 
companied with the usual clamour, which rendered 
it impossible for Friends to proceed with the business 
of Society. They therefore withdrew from the} 
house, and held the quarterly meeting elsewhere. | 
In both these quarters there is considerable defection | 
from sound principles, but it is a real satisfaction to 
be able to state that within Nine Partners quarter 


{ several families of the most substantial cast of char- 


acter, had become disgusted with the conduct of the| 


aspect of affairs there is much more encouraging} Hicksites, and entirely left them, returning to the} 


than we had ventured to anticipate; the number | 
of Friends in many of the meetings exceeds any 
previous calculation, and the temperate, but unyield- 
ing firmness, with which they maintain the princi- 
ples of our Christian profession against the 
tionsand errors of the separatists, afford the encou- 
raging hope that they wi ll still be enabled, through 
divine assistance, to exalt the standard of truth 
among the people. We would respectfully suggest 
to our friends in all parts, to prepare and forward to 
is, minute and accurate accounts of the separation in 
their respective meetings. We believe that such 
faithful statements would present a very different 
view of the condition of the Society, from that 
which the separatists,are endeavouring to impose on 
the public for truth. It would then be seen that 
Friends,so far from being an “ insignificant mino- 
rity,” are, in fact, quite as numerous as those who 
contemptuously taunt them with the paucity of their 
numbers; and if we include the undivided yearly 


} meetings of Friends. 


iInhova-} 


| 


In one monthly meeting we} 
are informed of four thus circumstanced. 


A large} 
Hicksites seemed deter- 


Saratoga quarter was held at Galway. 
concourse assembled. The 


} more than one hundred and sixty persons, 


Duanesburgh quarter, held the 15th of 8th month, 
also divided; the number of Friends was respectable, 
comprising the most valuable and active members of 
Society. This quarterly meeting is of considerab) 
extent, probably 100 miles from east to west, and 
but few of the members of the distant meetings at 
tended. These meetings, viz. Butternuts and Bridge 
water monthly meetings, Xc. are almost exclusively 
composed of Friends. Of 21 meeting houses in the 
quarter Friends hold twelve, and will probably have 
more, as the number of separatists, in some places, 
is 80 very small that they will not be able to sustain 


a meeting Thus at Utie a, Where there are only 


| three Hicksite men, they persist in holding the 


house against Friends. 
At Rochester monthly meeting, held at Wheat 


lland in the seventh month, the clerk of Friends 


, and the clerk of 
the Hicksites also began to read their minute, which 
Daniel Quinby, a Lick 
site preacher, exborted the meeting to order; but a! 
when Asa B. Smith, a 
Friend, rose to speak, and was explaining the causes 
which had led to the division in Society, D. Quinby 
interrupted him, by saying that he was giving a 
statement which was entirely false. Many of the 
separatists, catching the spirit of their preacher, or 
dered Asa to sit down, calling him an intruder, and 
denying him the right of speaking. He however ir 
formed them that he wished to express what was in 
his mind before he took his seat, as he was only en- 
deavouring to discharge a duty which the quarterly 
meeting had laid upon him. He proceeded, but was 
soon interrupted by a number of voices, saying, * h 
must be stopped ;” “he must be taken out of the 
meeting-house, &c.” Daniel Quinby’s voice was 
heard encouraging these boisterous persons, and tel 
ing them “ he must be led out of the house.” Tw 
or three of them accordingly approached him for 
this purpose, and one of them, who was in the sta 


meeting read the opening minute 
produced some confusion. 


most immediately after, 


tion of an overseer, extended his arm to lay hold of 


Asa B. Smith, when a Friend entreated them to de- 
sist from such rash and violent proceedings, which 
they at length did. Friends endeavoured to proceed 
in an orderly manner with their business, but the 
separatists would not suffer them, interrupting th 
clerk, and one of them took hold of him by the coat 
and pulled violently to make him sit down, but did 
not succeed, 

At length, finding it impossible to proceed among 
so tumultuous and noisy a company, Friends sat 
quiet until the Hicksites withdrew, when they har- 
moniously transacted the business ef the monthly 
meeting. 

At the select preparative meeting of Yonge-street 
Upper Canada, held eighth month, 13th, Friends had 
to endure much abuse and many reproaches from 
Hugh Judge, and Nicholas and Margaret Brown. 
The yearly meeting’s committee were in attendance, 
and offered the minute of advice issued by that body, 
| but the above named persons strenuously opposed 
fits being read. Hugh Judge said that the yearly 
meeting of Friends m New York did not consist of 
and mad 
many heavy charges against Friends and the com- 
mittee. The incorrectness of these was ful ly expos 
ed, and he then acknowledged he had not stated the 
}numbers correc tly, admitting that there might be 
vhich, howeve 


|two hundred and sixty r, was still far 


short of the truth. 


Nicholas and Margaret Brown called the commit- 


: lene cats’ paws, and other vulgar epithets; and the 
mined to give Friends no quarters, and a number of) Jatter, not satisfied with abusing those present, de 
them having put up at the only tavern in the neigh-} jared that “the moral character of” an eminent 


bourhood, when Friends applied to the landlord for 
entertainment, prevailed upon him not to admit them 
into his house, though he had at first agreed to take 
them in. They were however kindly received and 
entertained at the house of a person who is nota 
member. 


Friends were obliged to leave the meeting house 
in consequence of the violent demeanour of the sepa- 
ratists; and on meeting together, select from the 
turbulent persons, were favoured to transact the bu-} 
siness without interruption. Le Ray and Lowyville 
monthly mectings, branches of this quarter, are prin-| 
cipally composed of Friends, 


minister of her own sex, whom » named, * stood 
impeached, and had never been cleared up to her sa- 
lisfaction.” This wanton and unprovoked attack 
upon the reputation of an innocent female who was 
not there bitterness of 
spirit. which so far 
> @aract er f 1 false] \ 
ed up,” would have been better satisfied to be abli 

fix upon her those unfounded charges which she wa 








Oo Vin dica te herself, evi 


staction” 





taking “sati 





seeing the cused sister “clear 


thus contributing to dissemmate. The party pro- 
ceeded disown from their meeting Thomas | 

ville, an aged and worthy Friend,and also twe other 
persons whose names they did not mention. but who 
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were supposed to be the committee in attendance. | Hicks was now so great, that Friends thought it| though not without great interruption and opposition 


Having in this disorderly manner gone through with| best to remain quiet, and suffer them to spend them- 
their business, the separatists retired, and Friends] selves; in the hope, that, after they had got through, 
remained together and transacted the concerns of| Friends would be permitted to transact the business 


the meeting. | of Soc iety in quietness. But they counted too much 


Eighth month, 14th, the monthly meeting ohen the liberality of the separatists; James Knoxon 
Yonge-street was held. The clerk and assistant hav-| pretty soon told them they need not sit there with 
ing joined the separatists, Friends nominated others, | any expectation of having the 


» use of the house, for 
and attempte xd to proceed with the business of So-| no such meeting should 


be held in it 
ciety, but the Hicksites, though a very small minori-| Cronck declared they would sit there and starve 
. however, at length with- 
and Nicholas Brown told the 
had the care of the house, that “* he} 
the church. Friends therefore waited patiently until| might go into it now 


tv. made so much noise and confusion, that it was| Friends out. Most of them 
iunpossible to obtain that quiet and order which are| drew into the yard; 


necessary to the proper manageme nt of the affairs of | person who 
, and do what he pleased, for} 
those few separatists had got through with their} there was no meeting there 
abuse. in which Nicholas Brown was prominent, cal-| then engaged in the 


A 


; although Friends were 


business of the monthly meeting. 
ling the yearly meeting’s committee impostors, and The man accordingly went in and shat up all the 


charging them with falsehood, &c. &c. He said| windows and doors except one 
“ they talked of allegiance to the yearly meeting, but| that it was with diffi 


t 


ilty — clerk could see to 
for his part he knew nothing about making leagues ;| write. The day being far spent, Friends adjourned 
next morning. ‘| he Hicksi te s made all fast, and 
devil. but he knew of no such thing as making /eagues| altered the lock of the door, as they knew a Friend 
had a key that would open it. rhe following morn- 
ment of a committee to take possession of the me¢ t-| ing Friends found the house fastened against them, 
ing-house and burial ground, so as to deprive Friends and made a re spec tful demand of the ke y to open 
of the use of them, and told them to take possession 


immediately. The committee appeared well suited |sitively refused. 


to be sure, he had heard of making leagues with the} tothe 


in religious matters.” He then directed the appoint- 


to his purpose; for as soon as the business of their neighbouri ng magistrate, who immediately wrote a 
company was over, they demanded the key of the| note to the person who had the key, requiring him 
Friend who had the care of the house, which he de- 

clined giving them. They then proceeded to take| their meeting without further interruption. 

off the lock and put on another, und nailed down the After the Hicksites had closed their meeting at 
windows both in the men’s and women’s apartment,| West Lake 
although Friends were engaged in transacting the} those persons favourable to his views, that he wished 
business of Society. This, however, they wholly|to hold a meeting on the seventh day following at 
disregarded, and made much disturbance, many of| Holderman, about fifty miles off, in the dwelling- 
them staying in the house, to the great interruption | house of Freeman Clark, who is a Friend, and de- 
of Friends. Hugh Judge, who was obliged to leave| sired them to give public notice. Thomas Clark, 
on account of his age and infirmities, charged his ad-|son of Freeman, hearing this, told Nicholas Brown 
herents to keep their seats. Notwithstanding this! that it would not be worth while for him to appoint 
rude treatment, Friends proceeded with their meet-|the meeting, as his father could not admit of his 
ing until near evening, when they adjourned. On|holding it in his house. Nicholas turned to some 
the following morning the civil authorities, hearing | other person, and asked if Freeman Clark’s house 
of the outrageous behaviour of the followers of Hicks} was not the place where meetings were usually held 


and Brown, voluntarily interfered, and put Friends| and being told it was, he desired the people to go on 


and pay no attention to what was 





into peaceable possession of their meeting-house,| and give notice, 
which enabled them to finish their business without) said to the 


contrary. Accordingly they gave no- 
} » 4S . “ x ‘ . 
interruption or abuse. tice; and some of them informed Freeman Clark’s 


Fiehth month, 2!st. West Lake monthly meet-/ wife of the 


} intended ineeting, her husband being ab- 
ing was held, and Friends had again to witness the} sent from 


home. She immediately told them they | 
dc plor: able effects of that disorganizing spirit of un-| could not have the meeting at their house, as they 


belief which has spread its desolating influence over| had no unity with the principles of Nicholas Brown 
our Society. Some of the leading members had! and Hugh Judge 
ma .d the principles of Elias Hicks, though the! and sent her son to Nicholas with the same message, 
great body of ‘én meeting remained attached to the | to which he paid little or no attention. 
tPines and dise ipline of Friends. Nicholas Brown,| day morning 
Hugh Judge, Jacob Cronck, and James Knoxon were | hearing of the 


On seventh | 
Freeman Clark returned home, and} 


circumstance waited on Nicholas im- 
the most active among the separatists. Hugh Judge | mediately, and told him it 


occupied most of the time of the meeting for wor-| ent to his family to have the meeting at his house, 
ship, in abusing the yearly meeting x's committee who but more particul: irly his disunity with his doctrines 
were present. Reg ardless of the ‘solemn profession | and ministry was such, that he could not allow the 
under which they had asse mbled, he indulged him-| meeting to be held on his premises, and forbade him 
coming there for that purpose. ‘To all these objec- 
tions Nicholas Brown replied that it was the place 
for holding meetings, and he should come; and if they 
were barred out of the house, they would hold it in 
jthe yard. They did go accordingly, and held their 


self in personal reflections upon them, manifesting a 
spirit little becoming the sacred office which he as- 
sumed, 

When the meeting for discipline was opened, it 
appeared that the clerk’s term of service had expir- } 
ed; another was accordingly named, and the nomina-| meeting in the house, to the great annoyance of the 
tion approved by the larger part of the meeting. But| family. The day following being first day, Nicholas 
Nicholas Brown, though not a member of the meet-} 
ing, insisted that the old clerk should enter his own| for worship held in tl 
name, and proceed with the business without re- | meeting had 


sat some time in silence, Freeman 
garding any thing that Friends said. 


\ few persons| Clark rose to speak, but was immediately ordered to 
joining in with this, they accordingly procee ded, pay-| sil down by one of these pretended preac hers, andthat 


ing no attention to the sentiments of Friends, exce pt| too in his own house !! Such conduct needs no com-} 
to load them with abuse. Hugh Judge compared | ment 
them to Muggleton and Keith, Xc. while Nicholas} Canada half yearly meeting was held at Yonge} 


Brown charged the committee of the yearly meeting| st. 9 mo. 3rd. Nix holas Brown and Co. made use of 


with coming there to impose themselves and their| their common language of abuse, but were met in 
papers on Friends, saying, “to be sure, they look | a ll their incorrect statements, and answered to the 
like saints, but they are mere cat’s paws——they know| satisfacti 


ion of most present. ‘There were many per- 
just enough to be made tools of by others—l pity | sons not of the Society of Friends, around the house, 
their ignorance, &c.” asserting that all the y said was/ who were not disposed to leave the 
false, and that they made hes their refuge, with | the followers of E. H. remained, apprehending they 
much more of the same gross character, and urged|might attempt to commit some violence upon 
his party to proceed with the business. Friends. 


The meeting proceeded in its business 
rhe disorder manifested by the followers of Elias| until between three and four o’clock in the afternoon, 


; and Jacob) 


. Which made it so dé irk | 


it for the use of the monthly meeting, whi h was po-| 
Application was then made to a 


, Nicholas Brown mentioned to some of 


, who were partners in the matter, | 


" i 
would be very inconveni- 


Brown and Hugh Judge staid to the regular meeting | tion 
» Friend’s house, and after the | 


premises while} 





from the separatists, It then adjourned until 9 o’- 
clock next morning; the Hicksites remained a short 
| time after the meeting had broken up, and then dis- 
|persed. The meeting was generally composed of 
Friends: the number of men who adhered to N. 
Brown was very small, and about twenty or thirty 
women withdrew with his wife. The 


adjourned 
meeting of Friends on 4th day was large 


and satis- 
factory; the separatists were scarcely missed, except- 
ing by the absence of the clamour and abuse which 
they generally introduce wherever they go. From 
three to four fifths of the Society in Canada remain 
attached to the ancient doctrines and disc ipline of 


| the body; and the public feeling is strong against 


outrage- 
|} ous conduct, and the unsound principles which they 
are known to entertain. This 


| evince ed in Ferrisburgh quarterly 


| the secede rs, both in consequence of their 


is also strongly 
meeting, where the 
infidelity of Elias Hicks and his followers is well 


understood and duly appreciated. Our readers 
will perceive, from the foregoing accounts, that in 
| ms any places the separatists, though a very small mi- 
nority, pertinaciously hold the meeting houses, in 
direct violation of their own principle that majori- 
ties should govern the affairs of Socie ty and keep the 
|property. The truth is, they like the rule very well 
when applied to Friends, but are determined not to 
| be regulated by it themseives. The 


| 


} 


present contro- 


to give it up to Friends, which he did, and the ny held | versy however is not a mere conte st for property; the 


Hicksites, it is true, evince a strong predilection for 
“the bricks and mortar,’ and violate both good 
breeding and good principles to obtain them; but 
we trust Friends will always prefer the maintenance 
of sound Christian principles and practices, to any 
prospects of outward accommodation or any amount 
of property however large. Itisa struggle between 
the religion of the gospel and the dark notions of in- 
fidelity ; and for the sake of maintaining the 
inviolate, we would cheerfully sacrifice 
every minor consideration. ‘ 


former 
any and 


—— 


Our intelligent and respected corre spondent 
| who furnished the details relative to the sepa- 
|r: ition within Purchase quarterly meeting, 
state of New York, is informed that his second 
}part has come to hand, and is intended for 
four next. Itis also proper to acknowledge 
the receipt of several other acceptable com- 
}munications, from within the compass of New 
| York yearly meeting, particularly one from 

Dutchess c ounty, and one from Canada. The 
| writers of these will perceive the use we have 
made of them by recurring to the statements 
labove. 


We have a communication, signed M. from 
a correspondent in a neighbouring county, 
which we highly prize. ‘The sober perspicuity 
land dispassionate manner which characterise 
it, induce us to express a hope that we may 
‘consider the writer among our regular contri- 
lbutors. The article shall have an early inser- 


With ** Reminiscences of a voyage to 
|India,’’ No 1. we are so well pleased, that we 
ihave no hesitation in welcoming our Friend C 
ito the “ literary department’ By Friend” 

‘}in the way which he has suggested. 

ae, 

| In religion the heart is concerned as much as the 
understanding : attes tion may be sincere while reason 

| is feeble. The first love of an innocent heart is a sa- 
crifice of a sweet savour. Home on Education. 
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